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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

A Report on the Public Archives (State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, Bulletins of Information, no. 94). By Theo- 
dore C. Blegen. (Madison, the society, November, 1918. 
115 p.) 

Although designed primarily to further a movement for 
improving the archives situation in Wisconsin, this report is a 
valuable contribution to knowledge of archival practices and prob- 
lems in general. About half of the space is devoted to a survey 
of European and American practices as a basis for conclusions 
with reference to archival administration. The scientific care 
given to public records in Europe and even in Canada is con- 
trasted with the haphazard provision or lack of provision for them 
by the United States and by many of the individual states. 
Nevertheless notable progress is seen in some states during the 
last quarter century. Three forms of procedure with reference to 
archives administration in the American states are distinguished : 
( 1 ) care of the departmental records in the offices in which they 
originate, with the office of the secretary of state as the reposi- 
tory for the more important general records ; (2) centralization 
"in the custody of some department or institution of the state 
already in existence"; and (3) centralization in "an entirely dis- 
tinct and separate department of archives." Examples of each 
of these methods are described and the author reaches the con- 
clusion that the third, as exemplified by the archives departments 
of Alabama, Mississippi, and Iowa, is the most satisfactory. 

The second part of the report is "an examination of the situa- 
tion [in Wisconsin] and a proposed solution." The author finds 
that Wisconsin's state archives are housed in the main in thirty- 
nine vaults scattered in different parts of the already crowded 
New Capitol. At the rate of current accumulation these vaults 
will soon be filled up and additional space will have to be pro- 
vided. It is suggested, moreover, "that it would be better to use 
less expensive space for the purpose of storing the archives than 
that of this most expensive of Wisconsin's public buildings." The 
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removal of the older archives to some central depository would 
not only increase the space available for records in daily use, but 
would also relieve state officials of the problems connected with 
archives administration for which they are not especially fitted 
and make possible the solution of those problems by trained archi- 
vists. Among the evils of unscientific management which are 
pointed out and illustrated by examples are inadequate classifica- 
tion and arrangement, lack of indexes, lost and misplaced docu- 
ments, intentional destruction of non-current records which have 
historical value, and carelessness in allowing access to material 
of a delicate personal character. 

Since the State Historical Society of Wisconsin is also in need 
of additional space, particularly for its files of newspapers and 
printed documents, the report advocates, as a solution of both 
problems, the erection of a plain, economical, but fireproof build- 
ing in the vicinity of the library and the housing therein of a state 
archives department, to be created, and the newspaper and docu- 
ment departments of the society's library. The building could be 
so designed as to permit of almost indefinite expansion to care for 
the accumulations of the future, which is not true of either the 
society's building or the Capitol. 

For the administration of the archives it is proposed that use 
be made of "the professional skill and training of the superin- 
tendent and staff of the State Historical Society," but no sug- 
gestions are made as to what should be the exact relations between 
the two institutions. If it is contemplated that the archives be 
administered as a branch or department of the society's activi- 
ties, which would seem to be the most logical method of coordi- 
nation, then the solution would be of the second, rather than the 
third and preferred type of procedure with reference to archives, 
as set forth in the first part of the report. This, in the opinion 
of the reviewer, is not a serious objection to the proposed arrange- 
ment. It seems to him that too much is made of the distinctions 
between the various forms of archives organization. The essen- 
tial things are that there be an archives office, bureau, branch, 
department, or whatever it may be called, that the non-current 
archives of the various departments be centralized under its juris- 
diction, that it be under the immediate direction of a competent 
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archivist, and that it have adequate quarters and sufficient funds 
for equipment and assistants. It is not difficult to conceive of a 
department of archives in a state library or historical society or 
even in the office of a secretary of state which would fulfill all 
reasonable requirements, and it is very easy to conceive of an 
entirely independent archives bureau which would be utterly 
inadequate for the task. The states should be graded according 
to the progress which they have made in centralization and scien- 
tific administration of archives rather with reference to the types 
of organization which local considerations may have induced 
them to adopt. In Wisconsin, and also in Minnesota where the 
situation is much the same, the reviewer believes that the ultimate 
solution of the problem should be the establishment of an archives 
department administered by the state historical society. 

Mention should be made of the appendix to the report, which 
consists of the most comprehensive bibliography in existence of 
"printed materials on the archives question." 

Solon J. Buck 

The Movement for Statehood, 1845-1846 (State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, Collections, vol. 26, Constitutional 
series, vol. 1). Edited by Milo M. Quaife. (Madison, 
the society, 1918. 545 p.) 

The histories of Wisconsin and Minnesota down to 1848 are 
so inextricably interwoven and since that date the two common- 
wealths have developed so largely along parallel lines that many 
of the publications of the Wisconsin Historical Society are con- 
tributions to the history of Minnesota. It is somewhat surpris- 
ing, therefore, that there is so little of specific Minnesota interest 
in this volume, which deals with a period when all Minnesota 
east of the Mississippi was a part of Wisconsin Territory. The 
problem of the northwestern boundary, which involved so much 
of importance for the future Minnesota, apparently attracted 
very little attention until after the assembling of the first con- 
vention in October, 1846. In later volumes of the series this 
problem will unquestionably occupy a more prominent position. 
It is primarily, then, as an example of a collection of materials 



